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Womanspace is a social, recreational, 
and educational organization for the lesbian 
community of Edmonton and area. 
Womanspace was formed a number of years 
ago by a few womyn who saw a need in the 
lesbian community of Edmonton. Part of the 
vision of the original founding members was 
to form an alternative to the gay bars and 
clubs. Out of this vision evolved our month- 
ly dances, the newsletter, and our Thursday 
night drop-ins. The members of 
Womanspace have asked for and organized 
workshops of interest to lesbians, car rallies, 
ski trips, camping trips and a library geared 
for us. Womanspace has provided a more 
creative environment for the womyn to get 
together and: for them to learn .to work 


together and support each other. Every | 


single activity is done by volunteers. The 
drop-ins are hosted by volunteers and 
everyone who works at our dances is a 
volunteer. OUR society, OUR organization. 
It’s whatever we want to put into it. It’s 
womyn supporting womyn, taking care of 
each other and ourselves, creating a better 
environment for our sisters coming out be- 
hind us. 

Our address is: Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street. Our phone number is 425-0511. If 
you have any questions or comments, please 
give us a Call. We would like to hear from 
you! 


Correction 


On page 4 of Womonspaces’s Dec. 89 
issue, we printed the wrong information on 
Common Womon Books. The correct ad- 


dress is 8724 - 109 St. and the correct phone 


number is 432 - 9344. 


Newsletter 
locations 


Abacus Books, 
10449 - 124 Street 


Common Woman Books, 
8724 - 109 St. 


Greenwood’s Bookshoppe Ltd., 
10355 Whyte Avenue 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9917 - 112 Street 


The Roost, 
10345 - 104 Street 


Women’s Resource Centre, 
University of Alberta 
11019 - 90 Avenue 


Womonspace Office 
Basement, 9930 - 106 Street 


Ww 
WOMONSPACE 


Womonspace News is published 
monthly by Womonspace Social, Recrea- 
tional, and Educational Society of Edmon- 
ton. Womonspace is a _ non-profit 
organization for lesbians in Edmonton and 
surrounding areas. 

Please note that in order to respect the 
confidentiality of some individuals and/or 
groups, this newsletter will not be publish- 
ing last names or complete names, depend- 
ing on the situations. 
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Amazons 


From a sex ratio perspective, Amazon 
society represents the theoretical ultimate, 
the highest female/lowest male sex ratio. 
Under these conditions, the societal popula- 
tion is approximately 90% to 100% female. 

These are generally considered the 
“classical Amazons” of the Old World. The 
“Libyan Amazons” are commonly thought, 
by Amazon scholars to be the original 
Amazons. Prehistoric “Libya” in the ancient 
world meant northwestern Africa. The 
“Libyan Amazons” are said, in Greek prehis- 
tory, to have conquered northwestern 
Africa, Libya, Algeria, Egypt, Syria and Les- 
bos. 

. . . South American Amazons and 
Amazons societies are reported both by na- 
tives and by the Spanish conquistadores in 
the 16th century in: the state of Amazonas, 
Brazil, Guiana, west Incasic Peru; Colom- 
bia; Nicaragua; and in the west Antilles. 
Mexican Amazons have been reported in 
North America in the regions of Sinaloa, 
Colima, Baja California Sur and on the “Isle 
de Mujeres” (Island of Women) off the 
Yucatan peninsula. North American 
Amazons were also reported in California, 
which is now part of the United States. 

| am including the above to hopefully 
show you that there is lots of herstory about 
us. The above was reprinted from Lesbian 
Origins by Susan Cavin, ISM Press, 1985 


WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER 


Bronze statuette of a horsewoman. From Dodona, 
Carapanos (northwest Greece). c. 550 B.C. 
Athens, National Archaeological Museum 


First World Summit 


Women and the Many dimensions of 
Power on June 3 to 8, 1990 at the Palais des 
Congress de Montreal. 

“A First World Summit organized by 
women. A rendez-vous not to be missed. 
The year 1990 announces a decade marked 
by the globalization of social, political, and 
economic relations among nations. 
Tomorrow’s women must be part of the 
decision’making process of any such chan- 
ges. 

Womonspace has more information 
and forms on this summit in her office. If you 
are interested, leave a message on our 
answering machine or stop by one of our 
drop-ins, general meetings etc. 
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Women’s Program 


The Women’s Program was initiated in 
July, 1981 to link the resources of the univer- 
sity with the needs and interests of women in 
the community. The overall goal is to provide 
a program which will increase awareness of 
the position of women in society and will 
provide opportunities and means for improv- 
ing that position, both individually and collec- 
tively. They have in the past held courses, 
workshops, seminars, conferences and public 
forums. One of the services provided by the 
Women’s Program is a Women’s Resource 
Centre, for use in self-directed learning, re- 
search and referral. All women are welcome. 
The courses are non-credit and require no 
particular educational background. 

Some of the courses include: Assertive- 
ness and the Experience of Depression, Finan- 
cial Planning for Women, Counselling 
Women as Survivors of Sexual Violence, In- 
troduction to Feminist Thought and many 
more 

A new course being offered is Lesbian 
Visibility/ Invisibility.“Women who are Les- 
bians have many unique issues and concerns. 
An interwoven theme throughout many of 
these issues is visibility/invisibility. In this 12 
hour course, participants will identify issues 
important to them and will be actively in- 
volved in discussion and small group exer- 
cises. The objective of this course is to provide 
a safe forum for discussion and debate”. As 
details are not yet finalized, please call the 
Women’s Program at 492-3093 for more in- 
formation. They have a brochure listing all 
their courses, upcoming events and other ser- 
vices. They are located at 11019 - 90 Avenue. 
The Women’s Program is part of the Faculty 
of Extension, University of Alberta. 


GALA — Civil 
Rights Committee 


On January 13, they are holding an or- 
ganizational meeting involving long range 
planning and refocusing. There will be a 
facilitator. 

The meeting is from 9:00 a.m. til 4:00 
p.m. at the AIDS Network office located at 
10704 - 108 St., side door. 

There is a good chance of a second 
meeting on January 27th, but phone first to 
confirm. 

They have to date; met with the media, 
MLA’s, MP’s, School board, cacus of all 3 
parties, put together briefs, put on 
workshops, petitions, speakers... 

You, yourself do not have to be public to 
be involved. There are lots of tasks to be 
accomplished. People power and organized 
actions can change the discrimination due 
to sexual orientation. Get involved soon. 

GALA means Gay and Lesbian Aware- 
ness. Their address is Box 53, Edmonton AB. 
T5J 2G9. Telephone 489-7998 or 469-4286. 


Wanted 


Womanspace News would rather use 
photos and graphics produced by women in 
our community than lift materials from pub- 
lished works. Please send us photos and 
drawings that express your lesbian-vision. 
Black and white reproduces better, but 
colour is acceptable. If people are recog- 
nizable, get their written permission for us 
so we can use the photograph. We have lots 
of talent out there waiting to be discovered! 
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Creative Corner 


In the chemical silence, World of 
distances, 


All the bends of this River, 
| know how to speak for myself: 
fama Woman 


And what is most wonderful about my 
desire 

Is that | desire what | myself have to 
give 

Women will always be with me. 


The above is reprinted from “They will 
know me by my Teeth” by Elana 
Dykewoman, Megaera Press, 1976 


Thanks 


Womonspace would like to thank the 
volunteers involved in making our Decem- 
ber 16°" dance such a wonderful event. 

Also, to the womyn and children who 
attended our Christmas Social: You all 
added to the warmth and good times. 
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Events 


General Meeting 


The General Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Women’s Building (Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street), at 7:30 p.m. Both members and non- 
members are welcome to attend. 

Our next meeting is on January 9, 1990 
and the following is on February 13, 1990. 


Lesbian Drop-in 


The second Thursday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a regular social from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at the Women’s 
Building in the main meeting room. Join us 
for a relaxed evening of coffee and conver- 
sation. All are welcome! 

The next drop-in is on Thursday, January 
11, 1990 and February 08. 


Dance Committee Meeting 


If you are interested in getting involved 
in the planning and running of our monthly 
dances, then please attend our meetings. 
The next meeting is on January 25 at the 
Women’s Building, starting at 7:30 pm. 


Board Meeting 


The next Board Meeting is on January 
29, starting at 7:30 pm. If interested in at- 
tending, leave a message on our answering 
machine or with Elaine at 455-0885. The 
location is unknown at this time. 
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Newsletter 
Committee Meeting 


The newsletter committee is in the 
process of trying out new options; to 
produce a newsletter of great quality, in- 
volving a group of volunteers, and not taking 
all month to do it!!! If you are interested in 
getting involved in any of the various areas 
(writing, editing, collation, production, dis- 
tribution etc.), please call Elaine at 455- 
0885. More volunteers are always 
welcomed. 

Our next meeting is on January 23, at 
7:00 p.m. Phone Elaine for the location. 


Open Bowling 


Held at Scona Bowl, 10544 - 82 Ave., 
for 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. every Sunday. 
$2.00 per game and the shoes are included. 


PR Directions Activities 


We are in the process of updating a 
referral list. If you have names of lesbian- 
positive professionals, businesses and other 
organizations etc. that we can use, leave a 
message on the Womonspace’s machine or 
drop usa line in the mail. Womonspace will 
contact the suggested referrals before they 
are put on the list. 
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The above photograph is by JEB and is reprinted 
from Sinister Wisdom, issue 10, Summer 1979 


Womonspace 
General Meeting 


December 12, 1989 


¢ moves that (sports team) have the May 
90 dance, Gay Games has the June 90 
dance and (sports team) has the July 90 
dance. (This is co-sponsoring) 


¢ moves that we purchase 2 gift pack- 
ages, one being for Mel S., and one for 
Gail S. to be presented at the 
Christmas dance. 


¢ moves that Womonspace donate 
$100.00 to the M.C.C. Christmas Fund 
for food vouchers. 


¢ moves that we donate our 4-drawer, 
letter, filing cabinet to the Womyn's 


Collective providing that the filing 


cabinet is re-keyed. 
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Dotiuck and Dance 


You are invited to the first potluck and 
dance sponsored by Vision, the gay and 
lesbian support group of the Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton. If you are coming to 
the potluck before the dance, please bring a 
dish to share: a salad, dessert, main dish or 
appetizer. There will be a cash bar serving 
both alcohol and attractive alternatives. 
There is ng admission charge. This is on 
January Tia starting at 6:30 p.m. at 12530 
- 110 Avenue. 

For more information, contact Stan at 
433-4175. 


CELEBRATION °90 


GAY GAMES Ill & 
CULTURAL FESTIVAL 


VANCOUVER, CANADA 
AUGUST, 1990 
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DANCE 


January 20, 1990 
at the Bonnie Doon Fall 
92406 = 93 Street . 
S:30 P.M. to 1:30 A.M 
Admission: Members - *4°, Non-Members - *7” 


As of January, 1990, all members must show their 
membership card at the door to get the *4°° admission 


Credits 
G.B., K.M., C.V., Shelly 1., Elaine K., Sandi, and Barb L. 


Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 
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